This book presents the proceedings of an International Conference held in California in 1976, and is in the form of a discussion by the invited participants. Considering the interval between the Conference and publication it is relatively up to date and contributes a good deal of useful argument, information and speculation. This adds greatly to the merit of the book. There are 12 sections, with each topic introduced by a different discussion organiser.
They range from resistance to haemopoietic grafts and malignant haemopoietic cells, through graft-versus-host disease, macrophage functional heterogeneity, in vitro models of Hk (haemopoietic histocompatibility) mediated resistance and the control of allograft rejection and G-v-H disease. As such, the book is a "must" for those working in experimental marrow transplantation and viral leukaemogenesis (similar effector mechanisms seem to be invoked in resistance to marrow transplants and leukaemia cell grafts). However, it may be of only limited value to students or new entrants into the field of "natural resistance" mechanisms, since the nature of the discussions presume a rather wide knowledge of this field.
T This book states very clearly some of the many important questions regarding the aetiology, pathogenesis and treatment of primary brain tumours. It reports the presentations and opinions of a dozen experts who attended a workshop on the biology of these glial tumours. In 200 pages with no illustrations, but many up-to-date references, the editors have condensed the papers to a standard note form that will be quite acceptable to those readers for whom it is obviously intended: oncologists, therapists, neuropathologists and neurologists. The relative inaccessibility of cerebral tumours, which means that pathological diagnosis is often made on few inadequate samples, and the rarity of post-therapy sampling lhas meant that statistical and other studies have been poor or unreliable. What is difficult to study in the human might be forwarded by an animal experimental approach or by tissue culture, and attention is drawn to the possibility of creating reproducible model systems in this way. Progress is being made and is reported here on growth kinetics, the role of viruses and of chemical induction and of the significance in several tumours of genetic factors. As in all experimental oncology, there is considerable overflow into basic cell biology; there is, for example, a section on the normal development of the brain, glial-neuronal interactions and the effects of hormones, nutrition and drugs. This book records the proceedings of the 4th Conference on the Analysis and Formation of Nitrosamines, held by the IARC in August 1977. These meetings bring together a group united by the working hypothesis that a significant proportion of human cancer is caused by nitrosamines in the environment or formed in the body by chemical reaction between innocuous precursors. This hypothesis has led to the search for nitrosamines in food and in the environment in general, and to study of the chemical factors influencing the formation and degradation of these carcinogens. These are questions for the analyst and the chemist, and they dominate this book.
